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Dre” 


Three Inhumane 


MURTHERS, 


Committed 


By one Bloudy Perſon, 


UPON 


His Father, his Mother, and his Wife, 


at Cank in Staffordſhire. 


And the Manner how he Add this Bloudy Tragedy, 
Together with 


His Examination, Confeſſion,Condemng- 


tion, and Execution. 


At the General Aſliſes held at Stafford 


the 13** day of arch laſt paſt, 1673, 
ALSO 


His Deportment and Eebeview both at 


his Tryal, and Place of Execution, 


TUtth Allowance. 
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Three Inbumane Martbers , commit- 


ted by one Bloody Perſon,&c. 


9 Reat is the Charge and Care(umdoubted- 
JJ 1y) which lies upon Parents for the well 

Yea Educating their Children, as isexpreſly 

” Commanded by Solomon, ſaying, Tratn 
up a Child in the way that he ſhould go, and 
when he is Qld. he will not 'depart from it, 

Prov, 2246, Tne wint of which gbod-Education, is 

roo often occalioned” by 'the Parents dying in their 

Childrens Minority, leaving them to the wide World, 

and the too mich freedom of their own Wills; which 

r00 often proves the Ruine and Deſtruction of many a. 
: Good Mans Child: As it fared here with an Unhap- 

py Young Man, who [ive in Cank in Staffordſhire, the 

 Subje of our prefent Diſcourſe, | 

His Parentage is very well known to be Honzfil and. 
Credible ;, but hisPFacher dying in his Sons minority, 

was the caufe of a r0p looſe:Egncarion. And we gai- 

ly ſce, That where'Yout gets, the head, their Age is 

trodden, under foor, ant b-cones deſpicable : As: ir 

\was here with Op Pi"art vnate. Towns Man, 


About! 


10 
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About a Ycar paſt, he was a pretended Serwart to 
an Honeſf Mans Daughter living in Cark aforeſaid, who 
was the only Child of her Parents, (hoping thereby to 
advance himſclf by their Subſtarce, though in his bearr 
he loved another better) bur the y not agreeing he wine 
and lived in ſevcral Serwices ; bur by his flaſhing, lying 
and Prodigality living above himſclf, (which is the 
Ruine of many) he could not ſtay long in any Serwzice z 
ſo that he was reduc d toa very low and (ad Co:di- 
tion ; infomuch, thar he thought it beſt to renew his 
former Suit to this Hozeft Old Mans. Daughterywho ſtill 
retain'd a True Afe&ion for him ; the Poor Soul nor 
perceiving his Crocadile Nature: The Old People to 
ſatisfic their Davghtery, conſented, and matche hey to 
him, and taking him intothe Houſe to them, loved him 
as if he had becn their Own Cbila;, Bur he growing 
Belly-proud,, and Prodigal, being like «£ſop's Snake, 
you: Warm, ſturg to death thoſe which had ſaved his 
IN Os. 

And as Pride and Luxury cannot contain it felf 


within the Bounds of 2fodefty,fo it fared with our Young 


Man; who being acquainted with a Woman living 
not far from Ch-/{-nhay,of a very bad Reputation among 
her Neighbours , to this Woman he often reſorted 
after his Marriage, (whether it were for any former 
Kindneſs which he had for her Daughter, who-former- 
ly had been a fellow-Servant with him z or whether 
her Daughter had been an Interceder between him and 
hisSzeet- Heart before ſpoken of,is not certainly known; 
But it happened one dayghe being out with his Father» 


in-Law's Teame in the Hay to fetch Coals, a poung 
Youth 


es; / * #45 4% 4 of 
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Yourh ( Grand-Chiffto hs Father-'r-Law)being with 
him, he called at this Womans Houſc,whoasking #bat 
Poy that was 3 He told Fer: Whereupon it was cons 
rived prefontly, and pur into his mind to Poyſon thar 
Boy, his Wife, his Fathcr-ir-law, and his Motker-in- 
law, and then all that th:y had would be bis own, Aﬀter 
which Counſel (as he conteſſed before the Coroners In- 
queſt) he could nor r«ft Day nor Night till he had 
brought to paſle this Horrid and Dewilliſh 48; To 
which purpoſe, upon the 15th day of January laſt, he 
makes a Fatal Journcy to a Tovyn called Panckrich, 
about 3, miles diſtant, to buy this Inſtrument of death, 
a Pennyvvorth of Ayſezick or Ratsbane ; vvhich quan» 
tiry he was told vvould be cnough. 

Where coming into a Mcrcers Shop, he asked for 
this Commodity by the name of 4rſenich or Ratstane ; 
The Shopheeper told him, He had none of that Commodity; 
but jeſtingly ſaid, If he would buy either Brandy or To- 
bacco he had ſome to ſell him, Ar which time a Gen- 
tleman living not far diſtant, happened to be in the ſaid 
Shop z To whom the Shop-Keeper after the young man's 
departure ſaid, This Fellow looks as if he would Poyſon 
bimfelf; and asked the Gentleman if he knew him > 
Who ſaid, He knew bim wer well , for he had formerly 
been a Domeſitch Servant of bis Fathers, But this man 
poing to another ſhop in the fame Town, bought this - 
Inftrument of Wickedneſs, and upon the Sunday fol- 
lowing. put his Devilliſh Purpoſe in Execution. The 
manner hovv he aQed this Tragrcal Story was thus : 

He took @ part of this notions and pur into a Diſh 
of Milk, intended and prepared for the Grand- _ ; 
ue 


(4) 
but the'Buy not coming bone tim@&novgh after Evens 
ing Prayer, (being at play vvith other Boyes)the young 
VWoman his Wife made a Toſte and put it into the 
AM-ſs of Milky (it being a uſual Diſh in that Houſe) and 
raking the n:ik ſet by for the Boy, as aforeſaid, ſhe be- 


gan to cats ber Husband being preſent ; When ſhe had. 


catcn about the one half, her Hus:hand went forrh into. 


the Barn; from whence returning ſpeedily,being fright- 


cd by a Black Dogg vvhich faſtned ſuddenly upon him, . 


and running into the Houſe tetches a Night-Cap, and 


fi.'s down by his Wife, who was ſtill cating of the 
poyloned milky and pretends a ſudden fickneſs, but in- 


deed terribly affcighted, his Conſcience flying in his. 
face: Suddcnly his Wite fcl] deſp-rately il}, and both 


Vom'tcd and Purged , and ſo ſhe continued all nighy, 


ti]! about 5 a clock on Marnday mornings ar what time. 


| the dycd 3 who before her departure demonſtrated a 


arcat deal of Love and Aﬀcion to her Husband, who | 


moſt Inhumanely (as is believed) continued giving her 


P; yon inall tLings ſhe rook in the Night, The > . 
iber-i.-law dyed ſuddenly, but whether (he were poy- 


joncd or not, it could not then. be: proved, neither 
would he confeſs any thing as to thar, *The: Father -14- 


—_ 


law dyed upon the Wedneſday, having his dead]y Potion - 


given him in Poſſer-Drink, ty his ſaid-Son.in.Jawy-s he 
confeſſed, . Bit both the Old man and his Vile vvcre. 


mach troubled: with Vomiting and. Purping airer the | 


ſame ſort as the Wife had done, * Uponithe. Thurſday 


ail the Three Corps werc latcrred in Cant Church-Yard | 


rogerher, tiicſaid Son-in law being all -this-witle unſt- 
ſped. | BE 
| | *The 


+ 0 

The Strangeneſs and {uddencſs of the death of this 
whole Family, was that day-the table-diſcourſe ar a 
Feaft ſome two miles diſtant where the aforeſ2id Gen- 
tlcman (that was in the Merccrs ſhop, when the fail 
Nathaniel the fon in law called for the Poiſon) was a 
Gueſt, who calling to mind thar ſuch a Perſon was in- 
quirivg ſor Poyſon, at Panikrich the Friday before, fu- 
ſp«Acd that which afterwards” proved too fruc 2 the 
faid Gentleman diſpatches a letter forthwith toa bro- 
ther in law of his, to inform him of his ſuſpition ard is 
reaſon therefore: which Brother in law, upon Sighe 
of this letter informed ſome of the perſons of Quality 
in the Town, who imm«cdiatcly apprehended the ſaid 
Nathaniel upon ſuſpition, who at the ficlt denicd, but 
ac laſt confeſſed all that hath been before relates, 

. Another paſſage I cannot omir, but muſt needs give _ 
you the truth of ir, which is thue, 

Afﬀtcr his Apprehention, before he confeſſed ay 
'thing of the woman aforeſaid, as being the Counſelloc 
and Contrivcr of this wicked fe, be was taken abour 
- the midele of the Night, with an Extific or Fir inſo- 
' Much rhat his kecpers chought he had poyſon:d him- 
ſe]f ; but recovering, he:confe Ic d, Thar, thar navgh! y 
woman had bewitched him ro commit this horrid tact; 
after which Confcfſton, he fell into another Extalie, in 
which his Tongue was thruft our, and ſo continued 
black and Sweljed out of his.mouth, infomuch that they . 
could by no means thrutl ir-nor keep ir-1n, which ſee». 
. med a.ſad, Spectale ro all the Standers by, 
'Upon.-chis-che Woman was apprehended, & brought 
to Town, about Ntne a Clock on Friday morning, and 
h news 


news being brought him that ſhe was with Ten Score of, 
'the place where he was, his congue returned of ic (clt into his 
mouth ; and Fixing his eye with a herce Countenance on the 
door, by which ſhe was to enter, he fell down upon his Knees, 
and Pray'd God to forgive him all his Sins 3 afſoon as the 
Woman was entred the room, he made fiercely at her, and it 
1s vertly believed would have killed her, had he not been 
kept off, uttering theſe words, O thou baſe woman, thou haſt 
utterly undone my poor Soul, and brought a diſgrace upon 
my friends and relations. Upon the ſaid Fridzy, the Coroner 
and his Jury (ent for a Chirurgion, and caulcd the dead bodies 
to be taken up and diſſced,in all whoſe Stomachs was found 
Ppoylon, but moti in the young woman his wife. He conteſ- 
ſed all co the Jury, and did averr before them, that he was 
Counſfcelled to do it by that wicked woman : but ſhe utterly 
denied all chat he alledged againſt her. There was alſo ano- 
ther man, who coming to fee his Uncle the old man afore- 
ſaid, who happening unawares to drink ſome of that deadly 
poſſet-drink which was left, by which his uucle had reccived 
his death, went home lick immediate)y, & it is thoushe would 
have died, but that an honeſt neighbour, went prelently the 
ſame night it was known, and gave him Sallet-Oyl and 0- 
ther things,ſo by that means,and the help of DoAors,he is like 
to recoverzhut the poiſon broke forth with botches and boils, 
The Murderer and the woman aforeſaid, were committed to Stafford 


Goal, where they lay from that time rill the Affizes, in order to their 
Trial, which was on Saturday the 13th. of this inſtant March, 1674, Who 
were then called and Arraigned before the Judges at the Aſlizes holden 
at Staffor{.but he would anſwer to nothing,nor was heard to ſay any thing 
but onely that hee would be try'd by God ; upon which the Judge Caul'd 
his Thumbs to be ty'd faft together with whipcord,and likewiſe his fingers, 
and ſo conveyed to the Goal; upon the Monday following ſeveral times he 
was called before rhe Judge, but would not anſwer to any thing; likewiſe 
upon Tueſday he was Called, but would not plead, 1nſomuch thar Sen- 
tance paſt upon him, and the ſame day he was preſſed, being very willing to 
dye, freely acknowledging that he had deſerved it. He was very peni- 
tent ; yet went with Courage down flares to the place appointed for Exe- 
cution,undrefſed himſelf preſently and layd himſelt down willingly (with- 
out any Compulſion ) for the Exccutioner to do his Office, which was done 


accordingly. X 
FINIS 
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